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Abstract

Apart from good academic performance, generic skills are necessary for students in order to be more successful and to excel as practitioners in academic fields, work and careers. The development of the Malaysian Generic Skills Instrument (MyGSI) is based on the Malaysian Qualification Framework which applies cognitive, behaviorism and social theories. The purpose of this study is to detect Differential Item Functioning (DIF) in MyGSI based on gender, types of program and race. Data was obtained from 1,262 undergraduate students randomly chosen from 12 faculties at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). The MyGSI used consists of 13 constructs and 102 items on a 4-point likert scale. In addition, Winsteps software version 3.64.2 has been used for data analysis. The findings had detected five misfitting items; one item was distinguished as DIF based on types of programme and 12 items were detected as DIF based on race. The final analysis using the Rasch’s model has dropped 15 items and maintained 87 items that were legitimate and reliable to gauge 13 constructs in MyGSI. This MyGSI, free from DIF, could be used to obtain Higher Learning Institutions (HLI) students' profile in a justly manner. In short, it could be used as an indicator to increase students’ generic skills during their study in the university. 
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ABSTRAK 

Kemahiran generik adalah kemahiran yang diperlukan oleh pelajar selain akademik untuk menjadi lebih berjaya dan cemerlang sebagai pengamal di dalam bidang akademik, pekerjaan dan kehidupan. Pembinaan Instrumen Kemahiran Generik Malaysia (MyGSI) adalah berdasarkan Kerangka Kelayakan Malaysia yang mengaplikasikan teori kognitif, behaviorisme dan sosial. Tujuan kajian ini adalah untuk mengesan Kebezaan Kefungsian Item (DIF) berdasarkan faktor gender, aliran pengajian dan bangsa. Kajian ini melibatkan 1,262 pelajar prasiswazah yang dipilih secara rawak daripada 12 fakulti Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). Instrumen MyGSI mengandungi 13 konstruk dan 102 item skala likert 4-mata. Perisian Winsteps versi 3.64.2 digunakan untuk analisis data. Hasil kajian menunjukkan sebanyak lima item dikesan “misfit”, satu item dikesan DIF berdasarkan aliran dan 12 item dikesan DIF berdasarkan bangsa. Analisis akhir menggunakan model Rasch telah mengugurkan 15 item dan mengekalkan 87 item yang sah dan boleh dipercayai untuk mengukur 13 konstruk dalam MyGSI. Instrumen MyGSI yang bebas DIF ini boleh digunakan untuk mendapatkan profil pelajar-pelajar Institusi Pengajian Tinggi (IPT) secara lebih adil dan saksama sebagai indikator bagi meningkatkan kemahiran generik pelajar sepanjang pengajian di universiti. 
Kata Kunci: Kemahiran Generik, Kebezaan Kefungsian Item, Model Pengukuran Rasch, Polariti Item, Misfit item.
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